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AN ORDINANCE REVISING CHAPTER 32, ARTICLE XI, HISTORIC DISTRICTS
AND INDIVIDUAL LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS BY CREATING A NEW
DIVISION 4. -HISTORIC DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION.

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Hannibal:

Section 1. WHEREAS, The City of Hannibal previously created the Historic District
Development Commission (HDDC), pursuant to Division 2. — District H-1; Sections 32-444 &
32-445, but that the City Council believes it is appropriate to set out the ordinances governing
the HDDC in a separate Division for Clarity and to allow easy access to the public;

AND WHEREAS, further, while the practice of the City of Hannibal has been that appeals of the
decisions of the HDDC are appealed to the Planning and Zoning Commission, but that such
appeals process was not specifically set out in the ordinances, and for clarity and fairness it is
necessary to set out the specific procedures for such appeal;

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council hereby revises Chapter 32 Article XI as follows:

Section 2. Sections 32-444 & 32-445 are hereby revoked. Sections 32-446 is renumbered 32-
444, Section 32-447 is renumbered 32-445. Sections 32-446 through 32-447 shall be shown as
reserved.

Section 3. A new Division 4. — Historic Development Commission is hereby created.
Section 4. A new Section 32-478 under Division 4 is hereby enacted as follows:

Sec. 32-478. - Historic district development commission.

(a) The Historic district development commission shall continue and shall consist of seven
members appointed by the mayor as follows:

(1) One member of the Mark Twain Home Board, to serve for five years;
(2) One member of the planning commission, to serve for five years; and

(3) Five citizens of the city having an interest in historic preservation, to serve for five years.



(b) All appointments shall be subject to confirmation by the city council. All members shall be
appointed and serve staggered terms so one member shall be appointed each year. Appointments
shall be made by the city manager at the second regular city council meeting in May. Members
appointed from the Mark Twain Home Board and planning commission shall serve only so long
as they remain members of the body from which they are chosen.

(c) In the event of any other vacancy caused by the removal, death or resignation, the city
manager, with consent of the city council, shall appoint a member to serve the unexpired term,
such appointment to be made within 30 days of the occurrence of such vacancy.

(d) At the first meeting of the historic district development commission in June of each year, the
board shall select a chairman and a secretary. The first order of business shall be for the
comimission to promulgate rules and regulations establishing standards, consistent with this
chapter and with applicable provisions of state law, to promote the historic character of the
districts designated hereunder, their value as places of unique interest and character, and for the
preservation of features of historical significance and promotion of harmonious exterior
architectural features. The commission shall submit to the council for approval said proposed
standards or amendments within 90 days of such meeting. Upon approval by the city council by
resolution or ordinance, said standards shall be filed in the office of the city clerk and be made
available for public inspection.

(Ord. No. 4514, § 1, 11-17-2009; Ord. No. 4540, § 6, 8-3-2010)

Section 4. A new Section 32-479 under Division 4 is hereby enacted as follows:

Sec, 32-479, - Letter of approval or denial.

(a) No exterior change of any building or improvement in a historic district or to an individual
local historic landmark subject to this chapter shall be made unless the property owner obtains a !
building permit. No building or occupancy permits shall be issued for the construction,
reconstruction, demolition, alteration or any exterior change of any structure now or hereafter
existing within the boundaries of local historic districts or individual local historic landmarks,
unless a "letter of approval” is issued by the historic district development commission. Where
any change is contemplated, all applications for such letter of approval for any structure within
such districts or individual local historic landmarks, filed with the city clerk, shall be referred to
the said commission before a letter of approval or denial is issued. It shall be the duty of the
commission to examine the plans for said proposed building, particularly with reference to the
exterior architectural features thereof, and to approve or disapprove the same. In making its
determinations, the commission shall be guided by the intent and purpose of this chapter and
shall approve the plans for said building or improvement, provided it finds that they are in
accordance with the published "design review guidelines" established by the commission and
approved by the council. The commission shall hear the applicant for the work in question and
the owner of the lot upon which it is proposed to erect or alter the structure in question, together
with any other persons, either residents or property owners, desiring to be heard. Should the



commission disapprove the plans of the applicant, it shall be its duty to suggest to the applicant
any alteration in the design or plan of said building, which will make it comply with the
conditions necessary for approval. If the applicant agrees at the public historic district
development commission meeting in which the application is being considered, to the suggested
changes, a letter of approval may be granted subject to the suggested changes. If the applicant
rejects the suggested changes the commission shall issue a letter of denial. City staff shall send
by mail a letter of approval or letter of denial, with suggestions that will bring the application
into compliance with this article, within three business days of the historic district development
commission meeting in which the application was heard.

(b) Any person who initiates any building or improvement subject to the provisions of this
division without first applying for and obtaining a "letter of approval" shall be deemed in
violation of this chapter. In such instances, the building inspector or his designee shall:

(1) Provide written notice to the property owner of such violation, allowing ten working
days for the property owner to make the changes necessary to be in compliance with this article.

(2) Failure to comply with the provisions of this article shall be punishable by a fine not
less than $100.00 per day and not to exceed $250.00 per day.

(3) Each day any violation of this article shall continue shall constitute a separate offense.

(4) Persons who initiate such improvements after applying for, but being denied a letter
of approval by the historic district development commission, shall be deemed immediately in
violation, and shall be cited without ten days written notification.

(Ord. No. 4514, § 1, 11-17-2009)

Section 5. A new Section 32-479 under Division 4 1s hereby enacted as follows:

Sec. 32-479. — Appeals Process

a) Any person who has been aggrieved by a determination of the HDDC may appeal the
determination or decision to the Zoning Commission as created and governed under
Chapter 13 of the Ordinances of the City of Hannibal. Such appeal shall be filed in
writing with the City Clerk, and shall include at a minimum, a copy of the decision of the
HDDC complained of, or if such decision is not available a written description of the
action sufficient to allow the Zoning Commission to consider the matter and to make a
determination.

b) Appeals shall be set for hearing no later than 30 days after filing of the appeal with the
City Clerk, to allow sufficient time for interested parties to be notified of the hearing.

c) At least seven (7} days prior to the hearing on any such appeal, the commission shall send
a copy of the appeal, and stating the time and place of the hearing, to the last known




abode of the owners of all property, according to the city records, adjacent to or lying
within one hundred eighty-five (185) feet of all boundaries of the property under
consideration. All costs of obtaining a certified list, delivery fees, etc. shall be borne by
the applicant.

Section 6 All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance, in so far as
they conflict, are hereby repealed.

Section 7. That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and
approval.

Adopted this C 2]2 day of LiU-/QL_,,r:\ 2024.

Approved this ( E} day of \ L L h !;j: 2024.
//

LoﬁDERMAN MAYOR

ATTEST:

@ \\:\

MELISSA COGDAL, CITY CLERK




